Rebuilding of Curley Maple Gap Shelter 
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Curley Maple Gap shelter was a concrete block shelter built in 1961 by the U.S. Forest Service. The single sleeping platform was adequate for six people. In 1993 TEHCC added a free standing picnic table as well as doing some repairs to the metal roof. Due to a lot of damage from tree limbs, the roof was getting in poor condition. Also, this 49-year-old shelter was looking very outdated. The Club decided in 2009 to replace the shelter with an upgraded design. Thankfully, L.L. Bean provided us with grant money to cover the cost of materials. Ed Oliver, our resident architect, modified the Mountaineer Falls Shelter design to fit the existing foundation of Curley Maple Gap. In 2009 we purchased most of the dimensional lumber and rough sawn lumber. The Tuesday group spent a couple of days sawing all of the lumber to size. Unfortunately, in the early fall we ran into difficulty finding an acceptable access trail to transport the ton and a half of materials to the shelter site. A number of club members spent several days scouting possible routes to get to Curley Maple Gap. On one of those days, three members didn’t find each other after leaving the vehicle until the end of the day when they all returned to the vehicle. Two of them did successfully find the shelter, although not each other! 
We finally found an access trail about 1.5 miles long by combining two old roads. It took three days with about nine people and three chain saws to clear this path. Gray Buckles, Trails Technician for Cherokee National Forest, was instrumental in cutting some hazard trees around the shelter site and transporting the materials via a UTV and a trailer. The blitz to start material transport, tear down the old shelter and build the new structure started on September 30. In spite of several rainy days and flat tires on both the UTV and trailer, work progressed because of the sheer persistence of our volunteers. On October 8, the shelter was essentially complete by working six of the nine days. Appreciation goes to Kim Peters and Paul Benfield for spending several nights at the site during construction. 
After completing the construction, it took another day to remove all the tools and old roofing, plus block the access trail with brush, tree logs and rocks. In total, 1800 hours were put in by 44 people to renovate this shelter, which will hopefully last another fifty years. Half of the volunteers were Club members, many of whom put in many days over two years. Hikers and ASU Trail Crew were the other major volunteers. Their help in transporting materials and extending the fill for the floor were crucial. 
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